Seizure disorders in pregnancy.
This article discusses seizure disorders in pregnancy. Seizure disorder affects 1.1 million women of reproductive age in the United States. In 1995, the annual cost of treatment of patients who had epilepsy was estimated to be 12.5 billion dollars. Seizures are disorganized firing of neural cells. Epilepsy is the presence of two or more seizures in the absence of an identifiable cause for the seizures (ie, no intracranial or metabolic abnormality). Epilepsy has an impact on many aspects of women's health, particularly with respect to reproduction. The management of women who have epilepsy during pregnancy is the focus of this article.